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Yolo County Elections Guide to Filling a Vacancy
Vacancies in Special Districts

Action Required by the Governing Board

The district shall notify the county elections official of the vacancy no later than 15 days following
either the date on which the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the
vacancy, whichever is later.

The remaining district board members have 60 days immediately subsequent to either the date on
which the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, whichever is
later, to either fill the vacancy:

1) By appointment, or
2) By calling a special election GOV § 1780

Appointments to Fill Vacancies

If the Board decides to appoint someone to fill the vacancy, the board first must post a notice of the
vacancy in three or more conspicuous places in the district at least 15 days before the appointment
is made.

The Board must notify the county elections of the appointment no later than 15 days after the
appointment is made.

The person appointed shall hold office until the next general district election that is scheduled 130 or
more days after the date the district board is notified of the vacancy, and thereafter until the person
elected at that election to fill the vacancy has been qualified. The person elected to fill the vacancy
shall fill the balance of the unexpired term. If the term of office is due to expire following the next
general district election and that election is scheduled 130 or more days after the date the county
elections official is notified of the vacancy, the person appointed to the vacancy shall fill the balance
of the unexpired term of his or her predecessor. GOV § 1780(d)

Elections to Fill Vacancies

In lieu of making an appointment the remaining members of the board may within 60 days of the
date the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, whichever is
later, call an election to fill the vacancy. GOV § 1780(e)(1)

The election shall be held on the next established election date that is 130 or more days after the
date the district board calls the election. GOV § 1780(e)(2)

A regular election as defined by Elections Code 1000:

(a) The second Tuesday of April in each even-numbered year.
(b) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in March of each odd-numbered year.
(c) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of each year.

(d) The first Tuesday after the first Monday in March in each even-numbered year.
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If the District Board Fails to Act

If the vacancy is not filled by the district board by either making an appointment or calling a special
election within 60 days of the date the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of
the vacancy, whichever is later, the following shall occur.

Within the next 90 days, the City Council of the city in which the district is wholly located, or if the
district is not wholly located within a city, the Board of Supervisors of the county representing the
larger portion of the district area in which the election to fill the vacancy will be held, may fill the
vacancy by appointment or may order the district to call an election to fill the vacancy.

The election shall be held on the next established election date (see page 9) that is 130 or more
days after the date the city council or board of supervisors calls the election. GOV § 1780 (f)

If the District Board Lacks a Quorum to Act Within 60 Days

If the number of remaining members of the district board falls below a quorum, at the request of the
district secretary, or a remaining member of the district board, the appropriate board of supervisors
or the city council shall promptly appoint a person to fill the vacancy, or may call an election to fill the
vacancy.

Again, the council or board may either appoint immediately to fill the vacancy, or may call an election
to fill the vacancy.

The election shall be held on the next established election (see previous list) that is 130 or more
days after the date the district board calls the election.

The board of supervisors or the city council shall only fill enough vacancies to provide the board with
a quorum. GOV § 1780 (h)

If the City Council or Board of Supervisors Fails to Act

If within 90 days of the date the district board is notified of the vacancy or the effective date of the
vacancy, whichever is later, no action has been taken by any governing body to fill the vacancy by
appointment or by calling for a special election, the district must call an election to fill the vacancy.
GOV § 1780

The election shall be held on the next established election (see page 9) that is 130 or more days
after the date the district board calls the election. GOV § 1780 (g)
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